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“

”

What an amazing step change 
this has been in the charity’s history. 
I am so proud to share our annual report 
with you and I hope that you will also feel 
the same as you read through the 
forthcoming pages and see what has been 
achieved in the lives of brain tumour 
families who are being supported by 
Brain Tumour Support.
                           Tina

It is well known within the brain tumour community that brain tumours have been a Cinderella cancer 
for too long, and that a brain tumour diagnosis has more impact on people’s lives in terms of days 
lost than any other cancer. However it is not well known outside this community, and throughout this 
report you will read about what inspires the charity, and all those who help us, to make a difference. 

This past year, we have changed our charity status and charity number. Our logo and branding, which 
was established three years ago, continues to strengthen our identity in line with our charity objectives 
and the strategic direction which we are taking. The challenges which we have faced, to grow our 
charity within the parameters of ‘support’ rather than ‘support and research’, continue to be present. 
The outcome is reflected in the charity we are today. We now offer guidance and information to many 
thousands of people affected on a daily basis, with personalised support made possible for over 2,000, 
many of whom regard the charity as a lifeline. Our new mantra is #SupportToday because that is what 
we are all about.

All our staff and volunteers are driven to make a difference to the lives of people affected by a brain 
tumour and the re-introduction of our renowned Patient and Family Weekend is a good example of 
this, where dedicated teams gathered together to illustrate practically what we do best. The range of 
topics covered  included latest research evidence, scientific updates, sessions on well being, counselling 
and of course, how we support one another. During this important and eminent weekend, we brought 
together groups of people who on a daily basis are dealing with the impact of living with a brain 
tumour. And they, more than anyone else, are the ones who inform us about what ‘support’ needs to 
look like. 

I hope that as you read this report and learn more about the work done at Brain Tumour Support, you 
will be moved by the stories and updates, amazed at what we achieve on the funds which we have, and 
that you will see the passion which we all have for this charity. 

I would like to thank the Board of Trustees, and staff and volunteer teams for their hard work and 
dedication in all that we have achieved this year and of course all of our funders who have made it 
possible.  

Our true inspiration comes from the families with whom we work. 
As we begin each working day, we focus on them and keep in mind how we can make their lives better. 
We continue with our work because of them, our inspiration.

Tina Mitchell Skinner
Founder & Chief Executive Officer 

FOREWARD from our CEO
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OUR FOUR KEY STRATEGIES

In the Financial Year 2016-17, we have started to see a real difference in the way the charity is 
flourishing. Our focus on support has been continually strengthened by the clear vision which we 
now have. Our four key strategies are firmly in place and these have enabled us to establish deeper 
roots on which to grow.

In this report, you will read about what ‘support’ actually means to the families who have connected 
with the charity. You will see how the charity is responding to the needs of families and what impact 
our support services are making within the brain tumour community. Our dedicated team ensure 
that our charitable objectives are being fulfilled and I am proud to be a part of the plans which are 
in place for support in the future.

Andrew Chater
Chair of Trustees

INTRODUCTION 
from our CHAIR OF TRUSTEES
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...or the impact?

OUR MOTIVATION

According to the 2016 Report on National Research Funding at least 16,000 people are diagnosed 
with brain, or other CNS and intracranial tumours every year.

Over 5,000 deaths occur each year, that’s 14 deaths every day. At least 20% of all cancers spread 
to the brain and more people under the age of 40 die of a malignant brain tumour than from any 
other cancer. 

These statistics are shocking and in reality this means that over 100,000 people are currently living 
with a brain tumour in the UK today.

Did you know?...

The Figures

So, with these devastating statistics, where does that leave the people diagnosed with a brain tumour 
on a daily basis? Where does it leave their family, their friends, their work colleagues and all those 
who are also affected? It leaves their lives turned upside down.  

The Reality

At Brain Tumour Support we know, first hand, that the struggles are very real and very complex, and 
can touch every aspect of life. As well as dealing with a brain tumour diagnosis, families may also 
face the additional personality, cognitive and behavioural changes that a progressive neurological 
disease can cause in someone. 

And there is not a ‘quick fix’ for the impact of a brain tumour. Individuals and families have to face 
these issues day-to-day, for many year-on-year, and sometimes for life.

...the numbers?...

Loss of job

Reduced independence

Loss of driving license

Lack of confidence

Loss of self

Financial insecurity

Relationship problems
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OUR VISION

Our Vision

is that no one feels alone when facing the 
effects of a brain tumour.

Our Mission

is to provide patients, carers, friends and 
family individualised and specialist information, 
guidance and emotional support for as long 
as it is needed.

Our Aim

is to continue to work hard to achieve our vision of 
comprehensive and appropriate support for 
the 100,000 plus people in the UK living with 
a brain tumour.

OUR VALUES

We are proud of the charity we have all helped to create and grow, and consequently have worked 
hard to retain the family values upon which the charity has been built.

Our four values are the cornerstone of how we aim to realise our vision of supporting families 
affected by a brain tumour. They reflect what we are, who we are and how we operate to effectively 
deliver our mission. They also remind us of where we progressively want to be.
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We have increased the overall patient and 
family base and the availability of support 
groups according to local needs.

There are currently twenty support groups in 
operation across the six regional areas. 

Four new groups have been set up during 
this financial year and attendee numbers 
overall have continued to grow. Each group 
runs between 6-10 times a year and offers a 
mixture of speakers, activities and facilitated 
peer group support. 

Our Support Groups

The Brain Tumour Support model requires the group to be facilitated by a Support Worker and also to 
have a minimum of two volunteers in attendance. The main purpose of the group is to provide a safe 
and relaxed space for people to come together to share, learn, be inspired and to feel less isolated. All 
the groups are open to anyone affected in any way by a brain tumour diagnosis.

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS One-to-One Support
As part of the unique approach that Brain Tumour Support takes, families 
are asked how they would like to be supported. 

They can attend groups, but if this is not for them, we provide one-to-one 
support and keep in touch via email, text or telephone at a time that is 
convenient to the individual. Home visits are also offered if needed.

The purpose of this support is to be a listening ear, to sign post, to help the 
person to make decisions and most importantly, to enable them to be less 
alone and isolated in their situation.

Social Events
We call these our Out and About Groups. 
Larger groups are not always for everyone, 
so we also encourage small “out and about” 
groups to meet peoples’ needs. 

These can be arranged anywhere that there 
is a small number of people with a common 
interest. These events are important to help 
people keep some sense of normality and 
community, to reduce isolation, to enjoy 
themselves and still support each other and 
create happy memories for loved ones.
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Support and Information Days
Support and Information Days amalgamate information from 
professionals, organisations and brain tumour families. They 
provide an opportunity to meet a range of people experiencing 
similar issues. 

We ran two of these days during this financial year:

• Young and Living with a Brain Tumour  
    at the Britannia Stadium, Stoke on Trent - April 2016

• Coventry Brain Tumour Support and Information Event 
    at Ansty Golf and Conference Centre - May 2016

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS

Above: Louise Tully, Brain Tumour Support Worker for 
Coventry, welcomes attendees to the Brain Tumour 
Support and Information Day
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OUR ACHIEVEMENTS

Patient and Family Weekend
Our Patient and Family Weekends provide every aspect of our support package all together, 
in a warm and inspirational environment.  The 2017 event was held at Tortworth Court Hotel, 
Tortworth, South Gloucestershire from Friday 17th - Sunday 19th March with over 180 people 
attending. 

The event is a unique opportunity for patients and families to gather in an informal setting to hear 
from leading neuro and healthcare professionals, and spend time with others in a similar situation.  
Most significantly it gives the opportunity for everyone to share openly with one another, talk, 
socialise and have some fun in a supportive and understanding space without fear of judgement or 
criticism.

Professor Cruickshank spoke about 
how important it is to work together 
to provide all aspects of support along 
the brain tumour journey. He was 
instrumental in getting the charity to 
put the support blueprint at the top of 
its agenda.

We were proud to welcome keynote speakers Lee Hodgson 
(above) - Head of Services South West, Macmillan Cancer 
Support, Professor Geoff Pilkington (left) -  and Professor 
Garth Cruickshank (below) -  with presentations on the 
latest thoughts and developments in brain tumour care, 
research and treatment.
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Online and Social Media
Brain Tumour Support has a main Facebook 
page that can be accessed by anyone; a closed 
Facebook group - the Brain Tumour Support 
Members Forum - open to anyone who has been 
affected by a brain tumour diagnosis. There are 
also additional small closed groups, linked to 
the regional Support Groups in Wolverhampton, 
Birmingham, Walsall, Worcester, Cornwall and 
Gloucester.

In the last year the closed members’ forum has grown significantly with the membership almost 
doubling. The support that this peer group provides has been widely appreciated.

Where possible, the Support Services Team 
will help to facilitate practical support such as 
transport, guidance on PIP claims, referrals to 
OT and physio services.
The quote shown was the reaction from a 
patient when our Brain Tumour Support Worker 
referred him to Macmillan CAB and secured a 
grant to help him to move house.

Practical Support

Our counselling services are an essential part of the support package that the charity offers. 

Counselling

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS

Our Brain Tumour Support Workers have 
counselling skills and offer time to listen 
and support families. Sometimes, however, 
a trained counsellor is what is needed and 
being able to refer patients straight into the 
counselling service is a fantastic benefit and 
unique service that is offered. 

Throughout 2016/17 we have seen 
demand for this service and the 
numbers being supported continue 
to increase.

A wide variety of topics are covered 
including the latest challenges in 
treatment options, the outcome of 
recent clinical trials and living well.

A focus on wellbeing is extremely 
important to Brain Tumour Support. 
Our aim is to ensure that the families 
who connect with the charity are 
informed not only about the access 
to treatments but also about how 
they can live their lives in a better 
way.

Brain Tumour Support is always seeking new platforms through which to 
raise awareness. One such collaboration which featured at the Patient 
and Family Weekend was the play ‘Brains’ written and directed by Marc 
Day, from his own experience of brain tumour diagnosis. 

It was piloted with a view to taking it round the UK on tour to raise 
awareness of brain tumours, and Marc (pictured on right below) is now 
one of our charity ambassadors.

The sessions throughout the Weekend are informal, relaxed and conducive to asking questions and 
starting good conversations. 
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Active clients up 19%

Online Support up 82%

Attending Groups up 11%

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS

The Difference We Make

These are some of the comments from people we support about the difference the charity makes 
to their lives.

Increasing Numbers

In the year 2016/2017 Brain Tumour 
Support has continued to see a rise in 
the numbers of patients and families 
accessing all aspects of the support 
services. 

Our aim for the year ahead is to be in a 
position to increase these numbers still 
further, in the knowledge that there 
remain far too many people struggling 
to find the support they need.

See more in our video online - http://bit.ly/2AOjePU

http://bit.ly/2AOjePU
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OUR role in AWARENESS and 
PROACTIVE COLLABORATION

Brain Tumour Support continues to improve understanding of the devastating effects of a brain 
tumour diagnosis. Our purpose is to bring the impact of living with a brain tumour into sharper 
focus in the wider community, and in the past financial year we championed this through Go Grey 
for a Day on 6th May 2016  and, as part of UK Brain Tumour Awareness Month, Bandanas for Brain 
Tumours Day on 3rd March 2017.

Both campaigns drew in support not only from 
all parts of the UK but from across the world. 

An international focus is indeed central to 
Go Grey for a Day. Supporter Lisa Robson 
organises this annual social media campaign 
and she invited us to collaborate. It is held in 
May specifically to mark International Brain 
Tumour Awareness Month, its aim being 
to show solidarity with the brain tumour 
community worldwide.

The sad reality is that, for many 
people, the promise of research 
and positive future developments, 
whilst welcome and supported, cannot 
address the day-to-day challenges 
caused by a life-changing diagnosis.

Our 2017 Go Bandanas campaign 
introduced our additional hashtag 
#SupportToday to focus attention 
on the challenge and importance of 
specialist support for patients and 
families whose lives are impacted on 
a daily basis. 

Campaigns

Community Awareness
In the past year two of our Support Groups have gained the attention of their local MPs. Penny 
Morton, MP for Aldridge/Brownhills, and Gavin Williamson, MP for Wolverhampton, both spent a 
good amount of time visiting a group meeting to listen to the experiences of group members. 

We see it as vital that people in 
potential positions of influence 
have the chance to hear first-
hand about the life-changing 
impact and often long-lasting 
difficulties faced by many 
people following diagnosis 
and treatment.

Penny Morton MP (seated, centre) 
spends an evening with Walsall 
Brain Tumour Support Group, June 
2016



21 22

OUR role in AWARENESS and 
PROACTIVE COLLABORATION

To deliver the best possible services, it is essential that the Support Services team members build 
effective working relationships with key stakeholders. This has been successfully achieved this 
year through:

•  Inviting NHS professionals and other organisations to talk at Support Groups and to attend Support 
    and Information Days

•  Brain Tumour Support Workers attending Multi-Disciplinary Team meetings and meeting clinicians  
    on a regular basis

•  Brain Tumour Support Workers in Bristol and Birmingham have spent time in out patients’ clinics and 
    on neuro wards

• Attending training events run by Macmillan, The Carers Association, Penny Brohn, The Brain  
    Tumour Charity

•  Attendance at national and international conferences - BNOS, EANO, Macmillan Excellence Awards, 
    IBTA, and presenting at some of these events

Key Stakeholder Relationships

Pictured left: Erminia Albanese (left) Consultant 
Neurosurgeon, and Catharine James Neurological 
Tumour Clinical Nurse Specialist, Royal Stoke 
University Hospital, present UHNM/BTS poster at 
BNOS 2016

Above: Christine Bettson, Brain 
Tumour Support Worker for 
Staffordshire and Shropshire 
providing information at County 
Hospital, Stafford

A further outcome from the Stoke Support and Information Day in April 2016 was the collaboration 
with CNS Catharine James to present a poster at BNOS 2016. The findings from the Stoke event 
formed the basis of ‘Young and Living with a Brain Tumour’ - focusing on the particular challenges 
faced by those diagnosed with a brain tumour who are of working age and often with a family or 
wishing to start a family.

Our main partnership is with 
Macmillan and we continue 
to deliver support for brain 
tumour families with the 
assistance of their funds. 

We also work in partnership with 
organisations such as Headway, Wessex 
Cancer Trust, Penny Brohn Cancer Care, 
Sight Concern,  Brainwaves, The Carers 
Association, Hospices, Cancer Force 
Centre in Exeter, and Maggies Centre in 
Cheltenham.

Our joint working also ensures that the correct 
information is given out to patients and families and 
that we efficiently and effectively deliver these support 
services. 

Above: Christine Bettson, Brain Tumour Support Worker for 
Staffordshire and Shropshire providing information at County 
Hospital, Stafford

Our main partnership is with 
Macmillan and we continue 
to provide our comprehensive 
service with the assistance of 
their funds. 
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Recognition and support of all fundraisers is vital, and our Fundraising Team has continued to focus 
on providing excellent stewardship of our supporters rather than the developing and holding of our 
own events. This strategy is proving successful as we are seeing an increase in fundraisers and the 
totals their activities are achieving. 

The Brain Tumour Support Workers have also continued to support the message of the need to 
increase our income, which has led to our community and sponsored fundraising activities again 
increasing in the number of events and the amount of income generated. It is also very encouraging 
to see an increasing number of supporters organising repeat events on a monthly or yearly basis.

OUR FUNDRAISERS Champions

For supporters who wish to aim high in their fundraising target, or plan to organise on-going 
activities we offer the opportunity to become a ‘Champion’ and fundraise as a Champion Fund. 

In April 2016 we had reason to celebrate a 
‘Champion’ on two counts.  Barely a year after 
recovery from brain tumour surgery, our charity 
ambassador Rachel Bown ran the Virgin Money 
London Marathon dressed as Brain Tumour 
Support’s ‘Mr Hippo’, and became a Guinness World 
Record holder as the fastest female charity mascot 
in a marathon. Rachel’s achievement not only saw 
her pass her Champion Fund target but was also a 
triumph of determination, tenacity and positivity 
which served to inspire us all.

Designed to show support to someone who is living with a brain tumour or 
to pay lasting tribute to someone special, they help to bring together friends 
and family to do something positive and fundraise under a special named fund. 
With our management process for Champion Funds now established we see 
this as an important and very meaningful element for the Fundraising Team to 
develop further over the coming year. 

We could not have achieved all we have without our fundraisers. Brain Tumour Support receives 
no statutory funding, and therefore much of our income comes from a wide range of traditional 
fundraising activities. 

The Fundraising Team has continued to deliver its fundraising strategy in line with the charity’s overall 
aims and objectives. Its ethos echoes the charity values which are all about family and community, 
so there are many locally based events such as cake sales, coffee mornings and Support Group 
activities.

Left: Rachel Bown and running partner Tim Lowrie with their 
2016 London Marathon medals
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Our annual Bandanas for Brain Tumours campaign again took place at the beginning of March. 
Engagement with supporters was good, seeing a definite increase in awareness of our work 
throughout the month. #GoBandanas fundraising events also proved successful, and with the 
additional #SupportToday hashtag being brought to the 2017 campaign there was an added focus on 
the importance, and cost, of support, and need for further funding. This will be developed through 
key campaigns in 2018.

Bandanas for Brain Tumours

OUR FUNDRAISERS

Corporate fundraising has seen a slight decline this year as we reached the end of one of our key 
corporate partnerships. However we have secured valuable new support from TSB and Europa and 
we are now working with them to ensure we get the full mutual potential from our relationships.

Our small Fundraising Team is achieving more each year, encouraging the active involvement of 
individuals, organisations and businesses in all areas of the UK. The importance of efficient processes 
and data collection, now well embedded within the team, is clear and this is demonstrated through 
the increase in income. And in the same way that the Support Services Team feeds into fundraising, 
so the Fundraising Team is proving to have a vital role in awareness and support.

Corporate Support
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Supporters’ Stories

Richard Darwood embarked on his ‘Long Walk’ in September 2016 – 135 miles from Birmingham 
to Mount Snowdon, and then climbing the mountain itself. It was in memory of his cousin Katie 
Darwood. 

“I lost my cousin, Katie to a brain tumour. After 4 years of fighting she finally lost her life 2 
months after her 21st birthday.
It affected my family deeply, and when I walk I think of her.”

The pictures (left) are from the start of his journey - saying goodbye to his children - and the end 
- when he reached the summit of Snowdon after 9 days of walking and 318,000 steps. At that point 
the weather was bad and cloud obliterated any view, but as Richard poignantly commented “it really 
wasn’t about what I could see from the top, it was just being there that was special to me!”

Richard raised over £2,200. 

Tracy Webb was a member of our Coventry Support Group following diagnosis and treatment for 
a grade 2 astrocytoma in 2011. She battled to regain her fitness and return to work, and she also 
raised funds for Brain Tumour Support with her 10 mile run in the Bupa Great South Run 2014, which 
she described as my “biggest achievement to date”. 

Sadly Tracy died in December 2016 but in tribute her husband, family and friends continued to raise 
funds. Together they took on the challenge of the 2017 Spring Wolf Run. They raised over £3,000.
Pictured right: Tracy during her Great South Run; far right, l - r: Nick Carter, James Webb and Richard Webb

OUR FUNDRAISERS
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Volunteers

In 2016 we were fortunate to benefit from the John Lewis Golden Jubilee scheme, through their staff 
volunteer Vanessa Boyce who worked with us over a period of six months. Her aim was to develop 
our network of volunteers and establish a volunteering handbook. As a result of this groundwork 
we were able to take on a permanent Volunteer Co-ordinator towards the end of 2016/17 and the 
importance of this new role will clearly start to be evidenced as we move into the next financial year.

Focus groups are a good way to ask volunteers to become involved and to find out what their views 
are on a variety of important topics. Attendees of the Patient and Family Weekend were asked to 
participate and these groups will be taking place in autumn 2017.

OUR CHARITY FAMILY

Ambassadors

OUR STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE
and MANAGEMENT 

Brain Tumour Support is a registered charity, number 1163856. 

This financial year is the first during which Brain Tumour Support has been an incorporated body, 
having converted at the end of the previous financial year. This decision was made by the Board of 
Trustees to ensure that there is a firm foundation on which to continue to build the charity. Therefore, 
Brain Tumour Support is now a company limited by guarantee set up with special charitable articles, 
registered at Companies House as a company and also with the Charity Commission as a charity in 
its own right. 

Brain Tumour Support has directors and members, and the directors of the charity are also trustees 
of the charity for the purposes of the Charities Act.

Charity Structure
Above: Comment left by a participant at 
the Patient and Family Weekend 2017

Volunteers are integral to the success 
of any charity and Brain Tumour 
Support is no exception. Increasingly 
we see the importance of encouraging 
and enabling volunteers who want 
to contribute to both support and 
fundraising activties in their local area. 

Right: Three of the charity ambassadors attending the Patient 
and Family Weekend (l-r) John Stuart, Heather Taylor-Nicholson, 
CEO Tina Mitchell Skinner, Kieran Widdowson

Our charity ambassadors all have personal experience 
of a brain tumour diagnosis and are keen to share their 
story and help to engage people with the work of 
Brain Tumour Support. By representing the charity in 
their local area they play an important role in raising 
awareness of the support that we offer and also the 
fundraising that is vital for our work to continue.

Patrons
Brain Tumour Support has  four long-standing 
patrons who continue to play an important 
role in promoting the work of the charity. Their 
presence at key events, including in 2016/17 
the official office opening and the Family and 
Patient Weekend, is always greatly valued.
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For the year in review, the trustees 
at Brain Tumour Support are:

Andrew Chater (Chair)
Ken Wilson (Vice Chair)
Emma Brereton
Nicola Turner
Lucy Vincent 
(resigned 22nd February 2017)

The Board of Trustees makes up the 
governing body and oversees the 
governance of the charity, whilst 
the day to day management is led 
by Tina Mitchell Skinner who is the 
appointed Chief Executive Officer. 

Trustees

Above (l-r): Ken Wilson, Tina Mitchell Skinner, and Andrew Chater, along 
with Brain Tumour Support patrons Tracey Childs and David Sandeman, 
at the Patient and Family Weekend 2017

The CEO, together with the charity’s Senior Leadership Team, submit proposals and recommendations 
to the Board on a quarterly basis for approval of strategy and to review and officially sign off on-
going implementation plans for each area of activity carried out by the charity.  

The trustees are all experienced business people in their individual fields and provide a sound 
authority on direction and governance. They willingly give up their time free of charge and none of 
them, without exception, receive any trustee remuneration. The Board ensures that Brain Tumour 
Support operates effectively and efficiently through an understanding of charity income and 
expenditure, and they take on a genuine responsibility of deciding how the charity’s assets are best 
used to benefit all those people affected by the diagnosis of a brain tumour.

Below: Brain Tumour Support team, attending team training days, April 2016

OUR FINANCIAL REVIEW

In line with our vision, the charity’s income is dedicated to being spent on the services which we 
offer that are free of charge to any families affected by any type of brain tumour.  

Brain Tumour Support receives no Government or statutory funding and we rely 100% on voluntary 
donations and fundraising. 

Our published statutory accounts for 2016/17 include the financial position of the charity as at 31st 
March 2017.

In summary, gross income generated in 2016/17 was £339,274, a pleasing increase of  10.3% on the 
previous financial year.

Our charity income continues to be derived from various traditional charity fundraising streams, 
with the majority of funds coming from trusts and grants. Our focus on increasing our charitable 
trust income has again been positive, seeing an improvement this year of 35.5% with trusts starting 
to choose to support us year-on-year. The remaining sources of income are individual donors, 
corporate donors, our supporters organising social and sporting themed events, the sale of branded 
goods (Christmas cards and other merchandise) and a small amount from the recovery of Gift Aid 
tax on sponsored events where applicable. 

The charity has cash investments, deposited with NatWest Bank and The Co-operative Bank. 
At 31st March 2016, the charity had net unrestricted funds of £65,281 and net restricted income 
fund reserves of £46,481.

OUR STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE
and MANAGEMENT 
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35 to 40
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The notes on pages 37 to 40 form part of these accounts. The notes on pages 37 to 40 form part of these accounts.
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Vanessa Boyce
Nicky Buckley
Alison Chalkley
Jess Chalkley
Sarah Chorley
Martin Collins
Pat Cooke
Gill Cox
April Curry
Raymond Curry
Helena Dawson
Jill Dimond
Amanda Ellard
Emma Fry
Jon Fuller
Gill Gough
Jackie Gower
Veronica Griffiths
Lindsey Hall
Anne Hamilton
Leah Haughton
Richard Healey
Audrey Hopwood
Calley-Anne Ingleheart

Jenny James
Matt Johns
Annie Johnson 
Berry Lewis
Perry Liddle
Pat Mayo
Mary McKeown
Angela Mitchell
John Mitchell Skinner
James Moon
Jonathan Moon
Michael Moon
Stan Morrissey
John Paddock
Dawn Probst
Ellyn Pyne
Greg Roylance
Gill Ryan
Mary Salt
Paul Skinner
Sue Swift
David Underhill
Chris Wood
John Wormington

“

”

…For many reasons 
modern UK medicine fails 

to deliver a patient-centred service. 
This is the magic of Brain Tumour Support. 
The charity has many roles - fundraising, 

public awareness, patient support and 
education to name just a few. However one 
of the most important is its role in keeping 
us all focused on the needs of our patients 

and their carers. It is hard to imagine 
how we managed without them!

                                       David                   

A NEUROSURGEON’S PERSPECTIVE

The closest charity to my heart is Brain Tumour Support. It was formed by Tina Mitchell Skinner 
whose husband presented in extremis with a malignant brain tumour. He had emergency surgery 
and survived 18 months afterwards, before his tumour finally caught up with him.

Tina experienced first hand the fact that there was no support for patients and families with brain 
tumours and after her husband’s death set up this charity. Unlike so many charities that are started 
as part of a grief reaction, Tina had the foresight and determination to develop the charity so that 
it has continued to provide support for brain tumour families, by growing the organisation slowly, 
remaining local for a long time and only gradually extending its infrastructure. 

David Sandeman, Consultant Neurosurgeon, Southmead Hospital, Bristol, 
was the charity’s first patron when it was formed in 2003. This is his perspective:

OUR THANKS

Brain Tumour Support continues to offer high quality, personalised support directly to over 2,000 
people affected by a brain tumour, and to thousands more through online and social media platforms. 
This is only possible due to the generosity of supporters, corporates, charitable trusts, funds and 
foundations, and other organisations who work alongside, and of course to the commitment of the 
charity’s staff.

We cannot thank those involved throughout 2016/17 enough:

Rhi Ashford
Christine Bettson
Carl Concannon
Donna Courage
Diane Creevy
Bay Dimond
Bridget Dowty
Jane Halls
Lisa Harland
Kate Jefferies
Julie Liddle

Amanda Love
Tina Mitchell Skinner
Suzie Moon
Sharon Sambrook
Helen Silverthorn
Penny Spurr
Steph Staton
Louise Tully
Rob Vassay
Rosemary Wormington

Staff Team

Volunteers

And finally our thanks to all the patients, families, colleagues and supporters who are quoted or 
appear throughout this report.

The Albert Hunt Trust
The Alice Ellen Cooper-Dean 
Charitable Foundation
The Alison Hillman Charitable 
Trust
The Bank of England
The Birmingham District 
Nursing Charitable Trust
The Bristol Masonic 
Benevolent Institution
The Burges Salmon 
Charitable Trust
The Dent-Brocklehurst Family 
Charitable Trust
The DMF Ellis Charitable 
Trust
The Roger & Douglas Turner 
Charitable Trust
The Eveson Charitable Trust
The Foresters Charity 
Stewards UK Trust
The George Henry Collins 
Charity
The Harebell Centenary Fund
The HDH Wills 1965 
Charitable Trust
The Henry James Sayer 
Charity
HSBC
The Hugh Symons Charitable 
Trust 
The Ian Askew Charitable 
Trust
IMI plc
The Jack Lane Charitable 
Trust
The James Wise Charitable 
Trust 
The John James Bristol 
Foundation
The John Raymond Tijou 
Charitable Trust

Kingswood Chase Lodge No 
4666
The Lord Austin Trust
The Macfarlane Walker Trust
The Lynn Foundation
The May Gibson Charitable 
Trust
The Miss W E Lawrence 1973 
Charitable Settlement
The Nani Huyu Charitable 
Trust
Next Group Plc
The Norman Family 
Charitable Trust
The Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Warwickshire
The Roedean School Mission 
Fund (children only)
Rotary Club of Thornbury 
Trust Fund
Rotork plc
Souter Charitable Trust
The South Birmingham 
Friends Institute Trust
St Austell Brewery Charitable 
Trust
Thornbury Round Table No 647
UKH Foundation
Wessex Water
Woodroffe Benton Foundation

Corporate 
and Business
Europa
TSB
Asda
John Lewis
Waitrose

Patrons Ambassadors
Sally Challoner
Tracey Childs
Beth Rowley
David Sandeman

Rachel Bown
Marc Day
John Stuart
Heather Taylor-Nicholson
Kieran Widdowson

Trusts and Funds

Funding Partners
Macmillan
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